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Ministers in the Dominions to communicate direct witli Chapter
the Prime Minister remains unaltered. Communication
may take place either direct with. Dominion Ministers
of External Affairs, or through the High Commissioners
of the Dominions in London. In the Dominions the
Governor-General of New Zealand and the Governor
of Newfoundland still serve as channels of communica-
tion, but High Commissioners for the United Kingdom
have been appointed in Canada, in the Union, and in
Australia.
The Conference has always combined political and
economic issues in its investigations, and it was from
its deliberations that there have proceeded the resolu-
tions on status which brought about the passing of the
Statute of Westminster, 1931, and the present under-
standings regarding foreign relations which are the
foundation of the position of the Empire in international
affairs. The report of the Conference of 1926 was,
curiously enough, never formally approved by the
Imperial Parliament, but it may be taken by subse-
quent action by that Parliament to have received full
endorsement. The Dominions all consented to and
applied for the enactment of the Statute of West-
minster, and they may fairly be said to have approved
as formally as is practicable the resolutions of the
Conferences of 1926-30. The constitution of the Empire
thus rests on these agreements and on their approval
by the Parliaments as the working basis of its practical
operation. No doubt it would be possible to throw the
agreements into the form of treaty obligations, but any
such action is contrary to the view of the British
Government, which, as has been seen, insists that the
relations between the parts of the Empire are not